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Cindy Nellis Named Director of Clarion University SBDC
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. – Cindy Nellis has been named Director of the
Clarion University Small Business Development Center (SBDC).
Employed with the program for more than twenty years, she brings
significant experience in program management, business and
economic development.
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“We are proud to have Cindy take on this role, as she has been a
leader at the Clarion SBDC and the statewide SBDC network for
many years,” said Christian Conroy, State Director of the
Pennsylvania SBDC Lead Office. “We congratulate Cindy on her
promotion and look forward to having her as part of our leadership
team,” he added.
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“We’re very fortunate to attract a candidate with her superior
experiences in the management of SBDCs. Since her start with the
Clarion University SBDC in September of 1996, she has held the
responsibilities of Outreach Consultant, Assistant Director, and Interim Director and has recently
completed her MBA degree at Clarion University,” said Dr. Phillip Frese, Dean of the Clarion
University College of Business Administration and Information Sciences. “We are grateful she
has chosen to lead our SBDC,” he concluded.
Cindy Nellis

Nellis will be responsible for delivering SBDC programs and services to small business owners
and aspiring entrepreneurs in the Center’s service area of Armstrong, Cameron, Clarion,
Clearfield, Elk, Forest, Jefferson, McKean, Potter, and Venango counties. In addition to
providing direct business development support and managing a staff of six business professionals,
she will also serve as an advocate for business development, expansion and retention in the
region.
Nellis has been with the Clarion University SBDC since 1996. She is responsible for oversight
and directing the assignment and coordination of the SBDC staff and its operations. In addition,
she provides confidential one-on-one consulting to current or prospective small business owners
and developing and instructing educational programs for the SBDC.
Before being named Director, Nellis held the positions of Outreach Consultant, Assistant
Director, and Interim Director. She specializes in researching, developing marketing and
advertising strategies, business plans and financial proposals and prepares detailed financial
reports for SBDC clients. She has worked with clients in many different industries, including
manufacturing, retail, service, and tourism.
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Prior to joining the SBDC, Nellis worked in the banking industry for 10 years. She graduated
from The Ohio State University, earning a bachelor's degree in finance and holds her MBA from
Clarion University. She is a graduate of the Consumers Banking Association’s Graduate School
of Retail Bank Management.
About Pennsylvania Small Business Development Centers (SBDC)
The Pennsylvania SBDC network is the only statewide, nationally accredited program that provides high
quality one-on-one consulting, training and information resources to empower new and existing
businesses. SBDC consultants work with entrepreneurs in confidential, individualized sessions to help
them with a range of business issues including testing a new business proposition, shaping a business plan,
investigating funding opportunities, and much more. The SBDC program is a public/private partnership
with the U.S. Small Business Administration, the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic
Development and 18 universities and colleges across the Commonwealth. For more information on the
Pennsylvania SBDC services and impact, please visit www.pasbdc.org.
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